




















THE MACIVERS OF GRESS 

They came from Leckmelm in Loch Broom. Their father was a Protestant 
minister for the parish ofFodderty. This was at the time that the Earl of 
Seaforth acquired the Isle of Lewis - about the late 1600s. 

The Earl ofSeaforth had a great regard for the vicar ofFodderty who had 
a large family. Two sons had attended the University of Aberdeen, one 
intended for the Ministry and the other for Law. The vicar agreed, at 
Seaforth' s request, that these two sons should go to Lewis, one to promote 
religion and the other to act as a judge. They had been promised by 
Seaforth their choice of any place in the Island of Lewis to reside in. The 
minister chose Gress and the judge chose Ness but latterly moved to 
Aignish. 

Gress at the time was a large farm, with a meal mill, extending down to 
Tolsta. There was no road then from Stornoway to Gress as it was not 
built till1813 . 

The Gress Macivers were descended from the minister and the Stornoway 
Macivers from the judge. In Gaelic -- Clann a lvlhinistear agus Clann a 
Bhaillidh. 

There is an old song which could be connected to the above :-

A mhinistear 's am baillidh 
Am baillidh 's a mhinistear 
'S truagh rinn ormsa baillidh 
Ach 'se sharaich mi a mhinistear. 

The last of the Macivers, Lewis Maciver, died in 1845. Gress farm was 
kept going by his family (jointly) for a few years. One of his sons married 
a woman from Back, nighean Uisdean Morrison, a daughter of Hugh 
Morrison of 4 7 Back. They had one daughter who emigrated to Hong 
Kong and married there. She died there leaving one daughter. 






























































































